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Military Service & Veteran Reciprocity

Pharmacists, pharmacist-interns, and technicians with military service who do not meet the requirements for licensure in Iowa can apply for credit for verified military education, training, or service toward any experience or educational requirement for licensure by submitting a military service application form to the board office. Credit may not be given for the examination requirement.
The completed military service application may be submitted with or prior to an application for licensure/registration. There is no fee to submit the military service credit application. The applicant is not required to submit licensure application fees unless the board grants the military service application.
The applicant shall provide documents, military transcripts, a certified affidavit, or forms that verify completion of the relevant military education, training, or service, which may include Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty (DD Form 214) or Verification of Military Experience and Training (VMET-DD Form 2586).
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            Veteran License Transfer
            
          
        


                
            A veteran with an unrestricted professional license in another jurisdiction may apply for pharmacist licensure by license transfer. A veteran must pass any examinations required for licensure to be eligible for licensure through reciprocity.


An application for licensure transfer shall contain all of the information required of all applicants for licensure who hold unrestricted licenses in other jurisdictions and who are applying for licensure transfer, including but not limited to completion of all required forms, payment of applicable fees, disclosure of criminal or disciplinary history, and, if applicable, a criminal history background check. In addition, the applicant shall provide a current military ID or Verification of Military Experience and Training (VMET-DD Form 2586) or any such documentation as is reasonably needed to verify the applicantâ€™s status as a veteran under Iowa Code section 35.1(2).


The board will consider the following factors in determining substantial equivalence: scope of practice, education and coursework, degree requirements, and postgraduate experiences. If the board determines that the licensing/registration requirements in the jurisdiction in which the applicant is licensed are not substantially equivalent to those required in Iowa, the board shall promptly inform the applicant of the additional experience, education, or examinations required for licensure/registration in Iowa. A provisional license may be issued for a specified period of time to allow the applicant an opportunity to obtain the additional experience or education required.

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            Application Review Process
            
          
        


                
            A fully completed application for licensure shall be given priority and shall be expedited. Applicants can indicate their military service or veteran status on the application.

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            Definitions
            
          
        


                
            "Military service" means honorably serving on federal active duty, state active duty, or national guard duty as defined in Iowa Code section 29A.1; in the military services of other states as provided in 10 U.S.C. section 101(c); or the organized reserves of the United States as provided in 10 U.S.C.


"Veteran" means an individual who meets the definition of "Veteran" in Iowa Code section 35.1(2)
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Laws & Rules

Administrative rules implement or interpret law, prescribe policy, or describe the organization, procedure, or practice requirements of an executive branch agency. The complete Iowa Board of Pharmacy rules are contained in 657 Iowa Administrative Code.
The Iowa Code are permanent laws enacted by the Iowa General Assembly.
	Iowa Code 155A â€“ Pharmacy Practice Act	Statewide Protocols


	Iowa Code 147 â€“ General Provisions,  Health  Related Professions
	Iowa Code 124 â€“ Controlled Substances
	Iowa Code 126 -  Drugs, Devices, and Cosmetics













    
    
      Pharmacy Laws & Rules FAQs
    

  


        
      
            Below are links that will provide you with additional information on the Board's planned rule making. Currently proposed and newly-adopted rules are available from these links.
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            Rule Tracker
This tool tracks the rule-making process from Notice of Intended Action to adoption and includes public comment deadlines, public hearing dates, Administrative Rules Review Committee (ARRC) meeting dates and actions taken, published rule-making documents (ARCs), and effective dates.  Note:  Rule-making documents published prior to July 2, 2008 are not included.
Proposed changes (Notices of Intended Action) can also be reviewed, and comments may be submitted, at rules.iowa.gov.   
You may comment on noticed rules until the end of the comment period. The deadline for submission of comments on each noticed rule is specified in the rule-making document. Comments may be submitted at rules.iowa.gov or directed to:
Sue Mears
DIAL - Board of Pharmacy
6200 Park Ave, Suite 100
Des Moines, IA 50321
sue.mears@iowa.gov
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            Regulatory Plan
This link takes you to the Department of Public Health's Plan for rulemaking for the next year. The Pharmacy Board's initiatives are found on page 10 of the department's plan.
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            Waiver from Board Rules
The Board may grant a waiver from all or part of a Board rule. This link provides access to the petition form.
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            Summary of Required Policies and Procedures 
This document summarizes the required policies and procedures from the Board's rules that a pharmacy is required to have in place.

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            Pharmacist's Manual: An Information Outline of the Controlled Substances Act
            
          
        


                
            Pharmacist's Manual: An Information Outline of the Controlled Substances Act (2022)
The guide is provided to assist pharmacists in understanding the federal Controlled Substances Act and its regulations as they pertain to the pharmacy profession. 

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            Executive Order 10 - Rule Making Information
            
          
        


                
            Pursuant to Executive Order 10, the Iowa Board of Pharmacy will be reviewing its existing Administrative Rules to be completed by December 31, 2024.
For more information, visit the Department of Management website.
	1 PURPOSE AND ORGANIZATION: April, 2023
	2 PHARMACIST LICENSES: June, 2023
	3 PHARMACY TECHNICIANS: June, 2023
	4 PHARMACIST-INTERNS: June, 2023
	5 PHARMACY SUPPORT PERSONS: June, 2023
	6 GENERAL PHARMACY PRACTICE: October, 2023
	7 HOSPITAL PHARMACY PRACTICE: October, 2023
	8 UNIVERSAL PRACTICE STANDARDS: October, 2023
	10 CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES: August, 2023
	11 DRUGS IN EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE PROGRAMS: October, 2023
	12 PRECURSOR SUBSTANCES: August, 2023
	13 TELEPHARMACY PRACTICE: December, 2023
	14 PUBLIC INFORMATION AND INSPECTION OF RECORDS: June, 2024
	15 CORRECTIONAL PHARMACY PRACTICE: December, 2023
	16 NUCLEAR PHARMACY PRACTICE: December, 2023
	17 WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR LICENSES: April, 2024
	18 CENTRALIZED PRESCRIPTION FILLING AND PROCESSING: October, 2023
	19 NONRESIDENT PHARMACY PRACTICE: December, 2023
	20 COMPOUNDING PRACTICES: December, 2023
	21 ELECTRONIC DATA AND AUTOMATED SYSTEMS IN PHARMACY PRACTICE: October, 2023
	22 UNIT DOSE, ALTERNATIVE PACKAGING, AND EMERGENCY BOXES: December, 2023
	23 CARE FACILITY PHARMACY PRACTICE: October, 2023
	25 CHILD SUPPORT NONCOMPLIANCE: June, 2024
	26 PETITIONS FOR RULE MAKING: June, 2024
	27: DECLARATORY ORDERS: June, 2024
	28 AGENCY PROCEDURE FOR RULE MAKING: June, 2024
	29 SALES OF GOODS AND SERVICES: June, 2024
	30 IOWA MONITORING PROGRAM FOR PHARMACY PROFESSIONALS: June, 2024
	31 CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS: June, 2024
	32 NONPAYMENT OF STATE DEBT: June, 2024
	33 MILITARY SERVICE AND VETERAN RECIPROCITY: June, 2024
	34 WAIVERS: June, 2024
	35 CONTESTED CASES: June, 2024
	36 DISCIPLINE: June, 2024
	37 IOWA PRESCRIPTION MONITORING PROGRAM: April, 2023
	39 EXPANDED PRACTICE STANDARDS: December, 2023
	40 TECHNOLOGY-ASSISTED TECHNICIAN PRODUCT VERIFICATION PROGRAMS: December, 2023
	41 OUTSOURCING FACILITIES: April, 2024
	42 LIMITED DISTRIBUTOR LICENSES: April, 2024
	43 THIRD-PARTY LOGISTICS PROVIDER LICENSES: April, 2024
	100 IOWA REAL-TIME ELECTRONIC PSEUDOEPHEDRINE TRACKING SYSTEM: August, 2023

*Omitted chapters are currently RESERVED and free of content.

        

        

      

      



  




 
Petition for Waiver
The Petition for Waiver form is not to be used for requesting an exemption from the mandate for electronic transmission of prescriptions.  Please submit the Petition for Exemption form found on the webpage for the Mandate for Electronic Transmission of Prescriptions.
The Board may grant a waiver from all or part of a rule. No waiver may be granted from a requirement that is imposed by statute. Any waiver must be consistent with state and federal statutes. The procedures for waiver of Board rules are found in 657â€”Chapter 34.
The decision on whether the circumstances identified in the petition justify the granting of a waiver shall be made at the discretion of the Board upon consideration of all relevant factors. The petitioner shall assume the burden of persuasion when a petition is filed for waiver from a Board rule. A petition for waiver shall be submitted in writing to the Board. The Petition for Waiver form is available as an online form and will be submitted directly to Board staff after completion.
The cutoff for inclusion on the Board's agenda is two weeks prior to a scheduled board meeting. Requests received after the cutoff will have to wait for the following Board meeting (i.e. deadline for March 12 meeting is February 27; a request received on February 28 would not go before the Board until the next meeting).
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            What is a waiver?
            
          
        


                
            A waiver is when the board determines that a rule, or a portion of a rule, does not need to be followed due to the petitionerâ€™s unique situation.

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            How long is a waiver good for?
            
          
        


                
            The board determines during deliberation how long a rule should be waived for the unique situation. In general, the board does not approve waivers for longer than five years.

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            Can any rule be waived?
            
          
        


                
            Any rule can be considered for waiver by the board, unless the requirement of the rule is specifically identified in the Iowa Code.

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            How do I petition the board for a waiver?
            
          
        


                
            A petition for waiver must be submitted via the boardâ€™s online petition form. Upon submission, the petition is forwarded to the board's rules coordinator for initial review in advance of the boardâ€™s review.

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            Do I have to present my waiver request in person to the board?
            
          
        


                
            Your presence (in person or by virtual attendance) is preferred, but not required. It is generally helpful for the board to have the petitioner present to answer any questions the board might have about the petition. If the board has questions and there is no representative available to answer questions, the general consensus is to delay consideration of the petition until the next regular meeting or to deny the petition entirely.

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            How long does it take to find out the status of my petition for waiver?
            
          
        


                
            A petition for waiver must be submitted via the boardâ€™s online petition form at least two weeks before the next regularly scheduled open session board meeting. If the petition is complete, the board will review the petition at the board meeting. The board will deliberate the petition and usually vote at the conclusion of the deliberation, unless the board determines more information is needed in order to consider the petition. If the petitioner is present for the board meeting, they will learn the outcome immediately. The petitioner will be notified via email by the rules coordinator within 3 business days following the board meeting with the boardâ€™s decision. The petitioner will also receive written notification of the boardâ€™s decision within 10 business days following the decision.

        

        

      

    
            

                
          
            What is the likelihood that my petition for waiver will be granted by the board?
            
          
        


                
            That cannot be determined. The board must have a completed petition to review and must consider the nature and reason for the rule, how the safety of the public will be protected if the rule is waived for the petitioner, and what harm it may cause other individuals as a result.
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Education

USP
	USP Updates General Chapters 795 and 797: On-demand Webinar (Pharmacist)
	USP Updates General Chapters 795 and 797: On-demand Webinar (Technician)
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    Credentialer License/Registration Verification
  

      
      Conveniently verify multiple licenses or registrations.
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        Learn more about the Board of Pharmacy, Board and Committee meetings calendar, public information updates, and contact information.
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