
BEFORE THE IOWA BOARD OF PHARMACY 


Re: ) CASE NO. 2015-217 
Controlled Substance Registration of ) 

) ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
MELANIE HOWARD, ARNP ) 
Registration No. 5203144 ) 
Respondent. ) 

TO: 	 Melanie Howard, ARNP 
Eyerly Ball 
1301 Center Street 
Des Moines, IA 50309 

NOTICE: 

Pursuant to the provisions of Iowa Code sections 124.304 and 124.305 (2015) and 
Iowa Administrative Code rule 657-10.12, you are hereby ordered to show cause why 
controlled substance registration number 5203144 sho,uld not be suspended. 

To request a full hearing regarding the suspension of your controlled substance 
registration, you must file a request for a hearing in writing with the Board within thirty 
(30) days of service of this Order. 

If you do not request a hearing in this matter within thirty (30) days of service of 
this order, your controlled substance registration will be SUSPENDED. 

I. JURISDICTION 

Pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 124 (2015) and Iowa Administrative Code chapter 657­
10, the Iowa Board of Pharmacy has jurisdiction over those individuals who prescribe controlled 
substances in Iowa. The Board issued Melanie Howard controlled substance registration number 
5203144, subject to the laws of the State of Iowa and the rules of the Board. Controlled 
substance registration number 5203144 is currently active and expires after October 31, 2017. 

II. BASIS FOR ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

1. Respondent is a licensed nurse practitioner in the State of Iowa. 

2. Although employed by clinics in Iowa, the Respondent sees patients via videoconference 
from the State of Washington. 

3. Following the video conference, Iowa patients requiring prescriptions are provided hard 
copy prescriptions for controlled substances with the Respondent's signature and the date of the 
video conference. 
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4. When physically present in Iowa and prior to consulting with patients, Respondent would 
sign blank prescription forms, allowing staff to later fill in the medication and date of issuance. 

5. Iowa Code section 124.304(1)(i) and Iowa Administrative Code rule 657-10.12(1)(d) 
authorize the Board to suspend, revoke, or restrict a controlled substance registration if the 
registrant has committed such acts as would render the registrant's registration under section 
124.303 inconsistent with the public interest as determined under that section. Under Iowa 
Administrative Code rule 657-36.1(4)(k), the Board has the authority to impose discipline on 
registrants for violating a law or rule of this state and the United States related to the distribution 
of controlled substances. Further under Iowa Code section 124.303(b) the "public interest" 
includes compliance with federal and state laws related to controlled substances. 

6. Iowa Administrative Code rule 657-10.21 states, "All prescriptions for controlled 
substances shall be dated as of, and signed on, the day issued." 

7. Code of Federal Regulations Title 21 section 1306.04(a) provides, "All prescriptions for 
controlled substances shall be dated as of, and signed on the day when issued ...." 

III. ORDER 

Respondent is hereby ordered to show cause why controlled substance registration 
number 1305770 should not be suspended. 

Respondent may request a hearing before the Board in response to this Order by filing a 
written request with the Board within thirty (30) days of service of this Order. Respondent's 
written request for a hearing should be directed to Andrew Funk, Interim Executive Director, 
Iowa Board of Pharmacy, 400 S.W. Eighth Street, Suite E, Des Moines, Iowa 50309-4688. If 
Respondent submits a timely request for a hearing on the matter, a hearing will be scheduled for 
the Board's next available hearing date. A separate notice of hearing will be sent to Respondent 
detailing the date, time, and location of the hearing. 

If Respondent does not request a hearing in this matter within thirty (30) days of 
service of this Order, controlled substance registration number 1305770 will be 
SUSPENDED. 

IT IS SO ORDERED on this& day of_,_,/v'-"~=Cl.<..i-=t'~---' 2016. 
0 

Chai on 
Iowa Board of Pharmacy 

cc: 	 Laura Steffensmeier 
Assistant Attorney General 
Hoover Building, 2nd Floor 
Des Moines, IA 50319 
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